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Source: OECD Health Database. U-15 average is the GDP weighted average.
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OECD, "Life expectancy at birth" (indicator). DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/27e0fc9d-en.
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an Earlier Analysis” Available at:  http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/27/1/58.long 
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 Leading cause of death for Americans under age 50

Opioid epidemic began in the 1990s

Opioid deaths came in three distinct waves

Overdose Death Rates involving Opioids, 1999-
2018

Any Opioid

Synthetic
Opioids

Heroin

Commonly Prescribed 
Opioids

Gun deaths (peak year 1993) 39,000

MVA deaths in 2016 40,000

HIV deaths (peak year 1995) 47,000

Vietnam total deaths ‘65-’75 58,000

Drug Overdoses in 2016 64,000

Drug Overdoses in 2017 70,237

Drug Overdoses in 2018 67,367

Drug Overdoses in 2020 93,331

Drug Overdoses in 2021 105,000

COVID-19 deaths in 2020 >300,000
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Source: Scheonman, Julie A. 2012. "The Concentration of Health Care Spending." Washington, D.C.: National Institute for Health Care 
Management Foundation.
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Source: Federal Budget in Pictures. Figures have been rounded. Heritage.org. & Office of Management and Budget. Note: 
Income security and other benefits include federal employee retirement and disability, unemployment compensation, 
veterans benefits, food and housing assistance, and other federal income security programs.
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https://www.pgpf.org/chart-archive

https://www.pgpf.org/chart-archive
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https://www.pgpf.org/chart-archive
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https://www.pgpf.org/chart-archive
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https://www.pgpf.org/chart-archive
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https://www.pgpf.org/chart-archive

billions

Sources: Congressional Budget Office and Office of Management and Budget. From "Fix the Debt Chart 6, Federal Budget in 
Pictures 2014. heritage.org.
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